IIO  FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

been devoted, and this applied especially to his old ministerial
colleagues. Secondly, 'Neville Chamberlain was not going to Let
the grass grow under his feet," He saw his opportunity both To
destroy Labour and to establish Tariff Reform, of which policy
he was a devoted adherent. I say Chamberlain and not Baldwin
because the latter was passive and I have no doubt would willingly
have carried on, without pressing the issue. Liberals, too, had more
than their dose of intrigue. Simon, Ernest Brown, Hore-Belisha,
all felt they had claims for office and that they had been wrongly
left out in the cold.

Hore-Belisha played a leading part and ran round collecting
signatures to a memorandum swearing fealty to the Prime Minister,
and more or less promising to follow "Elm, right or wrong. I was
approached but refused to have anything to do with it, but one
or two others appended their signatures only to withdraw them
when they appreciated the intention of the organisers.

Belisha is a strange person with a curious mixture of qualities.
His handicap as a politician is that he has no fixed political creed.
When I am asked by ambitious young men anxious to enter political
life what they should do, I always reply, "Make up your mind what
you really believe in. Without convictions you cannot influence
others, without principles you will be like a ship without a rudder
and inevitably one day you will run on the rocks with not even the
satisfaction of having done something useful."

Hore-Belisha is a good speaker, quick-witted and always ready
with an argument. He is capable of putting in a lot of hard work,
but in patches. When he sat with the Liberals, sometimes he would
not turn up for days and then would suddenly appear and with
considerable skill cut into a debate with a slashing attack.

For a long time he wrote for the Evening Standard., and this led
to an unfortunate incident. Like other parties, the Liberals had a
weekly meeting and somehow or other, almost before it was over,
the purport of the discussion would leak out and appear in the
Evening Standard. I am quite satisfied;Belisha had nothing to*do
with this leakage but, not unnaturally, because of his intimate
association with that paper, he was a bit suspect.

There was a great meeting at the Kingsway Hall, to discuss
land policy. Pringle was speaking in his rather vitriolic style
,when Hore-Bdjilia arrived. Pringle injianiJed that here was the
betrayer'ISTsecrets. Belisha promptly retaliated .by smacking the
unfortunate Pringle on the face, a blow that echoed right through
the hall. The whole business was most unfortu&ate and added to
the credit of neither of the parties concerned. Hore-Belisha has
climbed high since then and occupied many posts of importance.
He is still young and his career is by no means finished. He started